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Decatur Crew Captures Possible Al-Qaida

Associated Drug-smuggling Dhow in Gulf

USS Enterprise Public Affairs

ABOARD USSENTERPRISE - A U.S.
Navy boarding team operating from the
guided-missiledestroyer USS Decatur (DDG
73) discovered an estimated two tons of nar-
cotics with a street value of around eight to
ten million dollars aboard a 40-foot dhow
intercepted in the Arabian Gulf on Dec. 15,
at approximately 11:00 am. The dhow’s 12
crewmembers were taken into custody and
transferred to Decatur, and Decatur sailors
are in control of the dhow. The smuggling
routes are known to be used by Al-Qaida
and three of the 12 crew members are be-
lieved to have links to the organization.

Decatur was operating near the Strait of
Hormuz, conducting Expanded MaritimeIn-
terception Operations designed to deny use
of the seas by terrorists and smugglers.

Once aboard the dhow, Decatur’s board-
ing team determined that the dhow’s crew
lacked proper documentation of its nation-
ality or cargo. Decatur’s team then discov-
ered 54 70-pound bags of hashish. An ini-
tial investigation uncovered clear ties be-

See Decatur - page 2
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U.S. Navy photo by PH2 Michael Sandberg

A U.S. Navy boarding team operation from the guided missile destroyer USS Decatur (DDG 73)
discovered an estimated two tons of narcotics with a street value of around eight to ten million dollars
aboard a 40-foot dhow intercepted in the Arabian Gulf. The dhow's 12 crewmembers were taken into
custody and transferred to USS Decatur, and Decatur sailors are in control of the dhow. The smuggling
routes are known to be used by Al-Qaida and three of the 12-crew members are believed to have

links to the organization.

Philippine Sea Crew Takes Down Drug Boats

By Lt.j.g. Barton Morrison

HSL-44 Public Affairs Officer

Ens. Jacqueline Hurley

USS Philippine Sea Public Affairs Officer

ABOARD USSPHILIPPINE SEA -- Inthe
early morning hours of Dec. 20, acombined
forceincluding USS Philippine Sea (CG 58)
Sailors and several coalition aircraft squad-
rons participated in the second significant
drug seizurein the 5" Fleet region in the past
week.

Philippine Sea boarding teams appre-
hended two cargo dhowsin the Arabian Sea
carrying millions of dollars worth of heroin

and methamphetamines. Aninvestigationis
underway to determine if the drugs have di-
rect connections to Al-Qaida and the fund-
ing of terrorist operations.

Philippine Seaboarding teamsand itshe-
licopter squadron, Magnum 447 from Heli-
copter Anti-submarine, Light (HSL)-44, De-
tachment 3, pounced on the dhows at sun-
rise. While boarding teams approached the
first dhow, Magnum hovered over to provide
cover for team.

Magnum 447’s helicopter mission com-
mander observed that the crew of the dhow
seemed overwhelmed by the high speed ap-
proach of Philippine Seaand the sudden ap-
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pearance of his SH-60B helicopter.

“They appeared shocked,” he recalled.

Thefirst boarding team quickly took con-
trol of the dhow without incident. Within min-
utes the team was aboard and began their
search. One of Philippine Sea’s snipers was
also tasked with providing cover during the
mission.

“It was definitely an exciting experience.
The entiretime | had my weapon sighted on
the dhow. The weaponstraining that | have
had made me feel comfortable with my
weapon if | was called upon to useit. At one
point, the dhow began to close our ship

See Philippine Sea - page 2
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tween the smuggling operation and al-
Qaida.

“This capture is indicative of the need
for continuing maritime patrol of the Gulf in
order to stop the movement of terrorists,
drugs and weapons,” said Rear Adm. Jim
Stavridis, Commander, Enterprise Aircraft
Carrier Strike Group. “ Thisisavital part of
winning the global war on terror.”

Future disposition of the dhow and its
crew will be determined following coordina-
tion with investigation by legal authorities.
The boarding was coordinated by Com-
mander, Destroyer Squadron 18, embarked
intheaircraft carrier USS Enterprise, oper-
ating in the Arabian Gulf. USS Decatur, a
part of Expeditionary Strike Group One, is
home ported in San Diego. 5
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A U.S. Navy boarding team operation from the guided missile destroyer USS Decatur (DDG 73)
discovered over 50 bags of hashish, weighting 70 pound each, with a street value of around eight to
ten million dollars aboard a 40-foot dhow intercepted in the Arabian Gulf.

Philippine Sea - from front page
quickly and | recognized the possibility that
| may haveto openfire.”

Philippine Sea's Officer of theDeck skill-
fully directed hisbridge watch team from the
ship.

“We devised agood plan, the watch team
waswell briefed, and wewal ked through our
plan step by step. | expressed an exceptional
well-doneto my conning officer who expertly
drove the ship into station just a few yards
from each dhow at very high speed. With
our training and cohesion, the watch team
stepped up to the challenge and executed.”

While thefirst dhow was being boarded,
the second dhow attempted to flee.

Magnum 447 rapidly intercepted the sec-
ond dhow and covered it until Philippine
Sea'sfirst boarding team reported all secure.
Racing on again at flank speed, Philippine
Sea quickly caught up with the second ves-
sel and Philippine Sea's second boarding
team took down the second dhow as quickly
asthefirst.

“Everything went according to plan,”
said the boarding team’s officer. “My team
performed flawlessly and executed the board-
ing with precision. Everyone, from our boat
coxswain to our air support, enabled the
boarding team to embark quickly and safely.
Once aboard it was only amatter of seconds
before the boarding team was in complete
control and the search could begin. It's re-
warding to know that these drugs will never
make it to their intended destination.”

Theteam found several 30-50 Ib. bags of
heroin and amphetamines on board.

“The experience was intense,” stated a
member of the second boarding team. “I
knew this was why | had signed up, and |
was willing to do whatever necessary in or-
der to protect the ship and take control of the
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dhow. | felt an adrenaline rush and just my
training and the experience | had gained from
previous boarding evolutions.”

Nearby, a Hawaii-based P-3C Orion pa-
trol aircraft from VP-47 circled overhead.
Shortly before Magnum arrived at the sec-
ond dhow, the P-3 filmed the second boat
throwing approxiamately 200 large bags of
drugs overboard.

Philippine Sea’s Tactical Action Officer
during themission, explained the eventsthat
preceded the take down.

“We sprinted 1100 milesin two days, ex-
ploiting information gathered by USS
Decatur (DDG-73) during abust several days
earlier,” hesaid. “ After an extraordinary co-
ordination effort by coalition aircraft, wewere
able to locate and tail both vessels through
the night. Once we received the execute or-
der, the ship closed at over 30 knotswith the
helicopter providing cover. Both boarding
teams performed flawlesdly.

“1 believe we have done some great work
here. The more we can do out here on the
front lines, the better. Peopleback homedon’t
deserve thisfight in their back yard.”

“It was a flawless operation,” remarked
Philippine Sea’'s Commanding Officer, andthe
on-scene Commander. Fromtheintelligence
specialiststo the boat coxswainsto the Sail-
ors manning the crew-served weapons, ev-
ery man and woman performed brilliantly.

“Two years ago this ship fired the first
salvo of Tomahawk missilesinto Afghanistan
to open the war on terror, and today we may
very well have stopped hundreds of millions
of dollarsfrom replenishing Al-Qaida’s cof -
fers.”

USS Philippine Sea (CG 58), a
Ticonderoga class AEGIS guided missile
cruiser homeport in Mayport, Fla., is part of
the Enterprise Carrier Strike Group. %
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CJCS Hosts USO Tour, VISItS Bahraln

By JO3 Shawnee McKain
Force Journalist

JO2 Tim Walsh

NSA Bahrain Public Affairs

MANAMA, Bahrain— The
United Service Organizations
(USO) brought together actor/
comedian Robin Williams,
World Wrestling Entertainment
wrestler Kurt Angle and
NASCAR driver Mike Wallace
to put on a show Dec. 19 at
Naval Support Activity Bahrain
for the service members sta-
tioned there and throughout
the U.S. 5th Fleet region.

Chairman, Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Gen. Richard Myers
hosted the group during their
trip and al so thanked the troops
for their service during the holi-
day season.

The morning’'s show started
withViceAdm. David Nichols,
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces
Central Command/Commander,
U.S. 5th Fleet introducing him-
self and Myers.

“For those of you who don’t
know me,” Nichols said to the
crowd of mostly Sailors and
Marines, “I’m your boss. And
he'smy boss,” hesaid of Myers.

Myersbriefly addressed the
crowd, bringing thanks from
homeand aMerry Christmasto
everyone, before introducing
Kurt Angle, who won an Olym-

NASCAR driver Mike Wallace, left, and WWE wrestler Kurt Angle speal

pic Gold Medal for wrestling at
the 1996 games.

“It’s hard work coming out
here for a few days and doing
USO shows,” Angle said. “But
it’s nothing compared to the
hard work you do out here ev-
ery day.”

The WWE superstar then
introduced NASCAR #4 driver
Mike Wallace.

Wallace also gave histhanks
and brought gifts from hisrac-
ing team to give out. Aided by
Nichols and Angle, they threw
T-shirtsand hatsinto the crowd.

After getting the crowd
warmed up, Wallace introduced
aman whom he said needed no
introduction: Robin Williams.

Williams started hisskit with

e
U.S. Navy photo by JO1(SW) Dennis J Herring

Vice Adm. David C. Nichols, Jr., Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central
Command/Commander, 5th Fleet introduces Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff, at an all-hands gathering Dec. 19.

U S. Navy photo by JO1(SW) Dennis J Herring

Actor/comedian Robin Williams performs for the audience at an all-hands

gathering Dec. 19 at Naval Support Activity Bahrain.

U.S. Navy photo by JO1(SW) Dennis J Herrin

with the audience at an all-hands gathering Dec. 19 at NSA Bahrain.
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some jokes about currents
events, including the capture of
Saddam Hussein.

When Williamsfinished his
skit, the three sat on stage for
more than an hour and posed
for photos with anyone who
wanted one. Off stage, Myers
posed for photos, as well.

“I think it was great of them
totaketime from their schedule
to come and put on a show for
us,” said Master-at-Arms Sea-
man Recruit Tim Beazley. “It
was a surprise to me that they
were coming, but they put on a
really good show, and | wasim-
pressed.” g

U.S. Navy photo by JO1(SW) Dennis J Herring

ﬁ NASCAR driver Mike Wallace, right, introduces actor/comedian Robin Williams

to the audience at an all-hands gathering Dec. 19
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CG Change of Command and Farewell Thanks to Commodore

By PA2 Matthew Belson
USCG Forces Southwest Asia
Public Affairs

The blue waters of the Ara-
bian Gulf provided afitting set-
ting for the time honored nau-
tical tradition of the Change of
Command Ceremony aboard
the USCGC Baranof Dec. 17.

Lt. John Cole arrived last
February in the Arabian Gulf as
part of the Coast Guard deploy-
ment of four 110-foot Island
Class patrol boats to support
U.S. Navy and coalition forces
in Operations Southern Watch
and Enduring Freedom. During
Operation Iragi Freedom, Lt.
Cole commanded the Baranof
through mine-laden Iragi waters
to escort humanitarian relief
ships. For this action Lt. Cole
received the Bronze Star and
was awarded along with the
crew the Combat Action Rib-
bon. Since then, the Baranof,
whichishome ported in Miami,
has supported Maritime Inter-
ception Operations searching
for smugglers and terrorists.

“We’ve conducted more
than 100 boardings since the
summer and logged over 3, 000
hours underway on patrol, and
the big thing over hereisto be
adaptabl e as things can change
180° from one patrol to the
next.”” said Lt. Cole. “Thisisa
group of hardworking Coast
Guardsmen,” he added.

Assuming command of the
Baranof is Lt. Cmdr. David
Ramassini, who was last as-
signed to the United States
Coast Guard Academy as the
Senior Company Officer. Yet,
Ramassini isno stranger to 110-
foot patrol boats having com-
manded the USCGC Key Largo
home ported in Key West, Fla.,
and he admits to looking for-
ward to starting operations.

“It's not a big deal for the
Coast Guard to shift from the
shores of home to the shores
of Irag—thisisright up our al-
ley,” said Ramassini of the
Coast Guard's mission in the
dangerous waters of the Ara-
bian Gulf.

By coincidence, two previ-
ous commanders of the Baranof
were also present at the cer-
emony, Capt. Kevin Quigley,
Chief, Office of Defense Opera-
tions, and Lt. Cmdr. Christopher
Hollingshead, Executive Officer
for Coast Guard Patrol Forces
Southwest Asia (PATFOR
SWA).

While Coast Guard Port Se-
curity units have operated in
the Arabian Gulf since Opera-
tion Desert Storm, the presence
of thefour 110-foot cuttersrep-
resents the first deployment of
Coast Guard patrol boats over-
seas since the Vietham War.

Presiding at the Baranof’s
Change of Command, Capt.
John Peterson, Commander,
Middle East Force, Commo-
dore, Destroyer Squadron 50,
applauded the Baranof’s and
the other Coast Guard patrol
boats contributions to Navy’s
5" Fleet operations.

“The Coast Guard’s con-
stabulary functions are reduc-
ing the general lawlessness in
the area and helping to rebuild
the Iraqi oil system by helping
to eliminate oil smuggling,”
said Capt. Peterson, who has
two years prior experience
working with the Coast Guard
during counter-drug opera-
tionsas aNavy hydrofoil com-
mander in District 7 headquar-
tered in Miami. “1 need rugged
craft and rugged people and
clearly the Island Class cutters
do thisjob,” he added.

Following the Change of
Command Ceremony aboard
the Baranof, Capt. Peterson,
who isleaving hiscommand as
Commodore, was presented
with aletter of thanksfrom Vice
Adm. James Hull, Commander
Coast Guard AtlanticArea, and
aparting gift from Coast Guard
PATFOR SWA at an All Hands
meeting held at Naval Support
Activity Bahrain.

“l had 17 ships from seven
different nations working for
me,” said Peterson. “Ironically,
my last time underway will be
aboard theU.S. Coast Guard Cut-
ter Baranof.” %
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Capt. John Peterson, Commander, Middle East Force, Commodore, Destroyer

Squadron 50 (L), applauds the new commanding officer of the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Baranoff (WPB 1318), Lt. Cmdr. David Ramassini (C) and the
outgoing commanding officer, Lt. John Cole (R) during the change of command
ceremony. The Baranof is one of four Coast Guard 110-foot patrol boats
deployed to the region to support U.S. Navy 5th Fleet and coalition forces
Maritime Interdiction Operations.
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Schedule of Special Religious Services
For the Holiday Season

NSA CHAPLAINS' OFFICE
Tel. 439-4235 / 4303 or 17-854-235 / 303 (Sun — Thu)

Jewish Services:
Hanukkah services will be held on Thursday, December
25, at 1900. For details and location phone the NSA
Chaplains’ Office at 439-4303.
Gospel Service:
New Year’s Eve Watch Night Service, 2100-0001
Wednesday, 31 December, Chapel /Training Center.
Protestant Services:
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve), at 1900 in the
Chapel/Training Center, the Protestant Christmas Eve
Service, with the Hand-bell Choir and special music.
Services:
Wednesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve), at 1730 in the
Chapel/Training Center, Vigil Mass for Christmas.
Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day), at 000 (Midnight)
in the Chapel/Training Center, Christmas Midnight Mass.
Thursday, December 25 (Christmas Day), at 0930 in the
Chapel/Training Center, Mass of Christmas Day.
Friday, December 26, at 0930 in the Chapel/Training Center,
Feast of the Holy Family Mass (Sunday after Christmas).
Wednesday, December 31, at 1730 in the Chapel/Training
Center, Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God.
Thursday, January 1, at 0930 in the Chapel/Training Center,
Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.
Friday, January 2, at 0930 in the Chapel/Training Center,
Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany (Sunday
following Jan. 1).

Catholic
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Port Royal’s ‘Deep Six’ rocks on in Bahrain

By JO2 Timothy Walsh
Naval Support Activity, Bahrain
Public Affairs

USSPort Roya’s(CG 73) ship’sband ful-
filled adream by playing at the Desert Dome
Dec. 18.

While in Bahrain for a port visit during
the Port Royal’ sdeployment, the ship’sband,
Deep Six, played avariety of rock and punk
covers in addition to some material written
by lead singer and guitarist Cryptologic Tech-
nician—Technical Seaman Apprentice Mat-
thew Dunsford.

“1 alwayswanted to play alarger venue,”
Dunsford said of performing beforemorethan
250 Sailorsand Marines. “But | never imag-
ined something likethis.”

Usually Deep Six playsat steel beach pic-
nicsor during replenishments, but thiswasa
first for the band that only formed at the be-
ginning of the Pearl Harbor-based cruiser’s
deployment, which began in September.

The four-member band found there are
some obstacles to being a group on an un-
derway ship. According to Dunsford, find-
ing timeto practice and spaceto their equip-
ment have been the biggest hurdles.

Evenwith all thework just to beaband, it
hasbeenworthit for Dunsford, whoison his
first deployment.

He said that the f
gether was “the
firsttimel felt nor-
mal again, | felt at
home.”

Since the start
of the deployment,
Deep Six hasprac-
ticed twiceaweek,
yet weeks before
their show at the
Dome, the band
tried to meet every
day.

The Port Royal

pulledintoBahrain yss port Royal's (CG 73) ship band, Deep Six, plays at the Desert Dome Dec.
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on another port 18. DC1(SW) Chris Carter, CTTSA Matthew Dunsford, SK3 Jacob Kunkel and
visit in early No- 0S1(SW) Ray Moore played before more than 250 Sailor and Marines.

vember and one
night while at the Dome, the group joked
about playing a concert here.

“It waskind of apipedream,” Storekeeper
3 Class Jacob Kunkel said of playing in
Bahrain. “But themorewejoked about it, the
more we thought ‘ya, we could do it.””

After communicating with local Morale,
Welfare and Recreation (MWR) representa-
tive, the dream started to materialize. Julia
Hatcher, the Fleet Recreation Coordinator;
Dan Cook, the Region Entrainment Director,
and Douglas Arnett, of food and beverage,

supplied everything the band needed except
the guitars — the band wanted to use their
own.

“1 couldn’t imagine MWR being more
supportive,” said Damage Controlman (SW)
1% Class Chris Carter, group bassist and sec-
ondary vocals.

MWR Region Entrainment Director Dan
Cook said it wasworth the effort for both the
band and the audience.

“It wasgreat to have someAmerican mu-
siconAmerican soil,” Cook said. %

Command Religious Program Naval
Support Activity Bahrain
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Monday 1200 - Catholic Mass, Chaplain’s Office Chapel Annex L le:
1700 - Gospel Choir Practice, Chapel/Training Facility . aypeople:
- — — > Mudim- CTICM Young
Tuesday 1130 - Praise Ministry - Chapel Training Facility X
1200 - Catholic Mass, Chaplain’s Office Chapel Annex Latter Day‘Santsr_Cmdr. Hansen
1830 - Gospel Bible Study, Chaplain Parker’s flat ~ Jewish-Lt.j.g. Frey
Wednesday 1200 - Catholic Mass, Chapel/Training Facility United Pemmaf CW3Moody
1630 - Catholic Choir Practice, Chapel/Training Facility NSA Chaplain Staff:
1730 - Protestant Choir Practice, Chapel/Training Facility Cmdr. Marshall, Command Cheplain
1830 - Gospel Choir Practice, Chapel/Training Facility Lt. Johnson, Catholic Chaplain
1830-2000 - Alien Youth Group Bible Study (grades 9-12), Bahrain School Room NTC RP2Harris
2000 - Gospel Praise Dancer’s rehearsal, POC Elder Sorrells RP3McCdigster
Thursday 1130 - Praise Ministry- Chapel Training Facility NAVCENT Chaplain Staff:
1200 - Catholic Mass, Chaplain’s Office Chapel Annex Capt. Tidd, Commeand Chaplain
1630-1700 — Confessions, Chapel/Training Facility Cmdr. Pugliese, Catholic Chaplain
1730 - Catholic Vigil Mass, Chapel/Training Facility RPC Ponce
1830 - Gospel Intercessory Prayer Ministry, POC Miller RP2Mosgueda
1830 - Children’s Choir Practice — Chapel/Training Facility. POC Sister Diane
Friday 0815 — Catholic CCD classes. POC Monika Thompson
0930 - Catholic Mass, Chapel/Training Facility
0930 - Protestant Adult Friday School Il in the CPO Lounge at the Dome
1100 - Protestant Worship Service, Chapel/Training Facility Questions regarding Command
1130 - Gospel Friday School Class, Navy College Classroom #2 ReligiousPrograms, pleasecontact
1300 - Gospel Service, Chapel/Training Facility NSA Bahrain Chaplain’sofficeat
1330 - Gospel Children’s Church ages 5-10 in the CDC, POC Mrs. Fulson 439-4235/4303 or 724-235/303,
Saturday 0730 - Protestant Single and Geo-Bachelor Men’s Study in the Dome Conference room S.mday_Thurgjay,
1545 - Protestant Campaigner’s Youth Bible Study, Bahrain School Rm 53 POC Ketan
Sunday 1200 - Catholic Mass, Chaplain’s Office Chapel Annex Event participation contingent upon
1800 - Protestant Evening Worship Service, Chapel/Training Facility Force Protection Conditions
1900 - Gospel Praise Dancer’s rehearsal, POC Elder Sorrells
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